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LIN204 (English Grammar I):
• No prerequisite
• Introductory linguistics with a focus 

on English morphosyntax and syntax
• Required for the English Language 

Linguistics (ELL) minor
• Lots of international students and 

future English teachers
• Asynchronous online lectures (even 

during non-COVID times)
• 2 hour lecture, 1 hour tutorial
• Cap: 700 students (!)

LIN205 (English Grammar II):
• Prerequisite: LIN204
• Continuation of LIN204
• Focus on sentence-level syntax
• Usually face-to-face
• Synchronous online during COVID
• 2 hour lecture, 1 hour tutorial
• Cap: 420 students
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LIN204 course description 
(official)

Students will learn about fundamental 
grammatical concepts, focusing on the major 
grammatical categories in English and how they 
interact at the phrase level. They will be 
introduced to the main constituents of English 
sentences and learn about the basic relationship 
between tense, aspect, and modality. Students will 
learn to apply this knowledge as a tool to think 
analytically about English, evaluating various 
registers and styles, and gaining an awareness of 
their own style of speaking and writing.

(Source: UTM Academic Calendar)
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Why you might want to teach a course like this

• Super popular 
• 2006 (100 students) à 2011 (400+ students) à current (700 students)
• Demographic trend: international students driving enrolment 
• Great for recruitment

• This interest was turned into an English Language Linguistics (ELL) 
minor
• New faculty hires
• Increase in program enrolment justified the hiring of seven LIN faculty

• TAships in LIN and related programs 
• Linguistics, French, Spanish/Portuguese, LTL, Education
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Today

How do you teach a course like 
this? 

Writing advice via linguistics

Majority of class is international students

What types of assessments can be 
used in a course like this?

Authentic assessments

Assessments inclusive to non-native 
speakers of English
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Two main approaches

1. Linguistic expressions carry social meaning
• Register 
• Not about “right” vs. “wrong” forms, but “this carries social meaning X” 
• Make the writing advice not about prescriptivism, but meta-sociopragmatic awareness
• Prerequisite lesson: sociolinguistics (variation, arbitrariness of prestige), semantics lite (at-issue 

vs. non-at-issue meaning)

2. Academic writing is a certain register of English, and has certain conventions (and here’s how 
linguistics can help with it)
• Direct application of concepts in linguistics to writing 
• Prerequisite lesson: relevant theoretical linguistics
• e.g., syntax (constituency/substitution), semantics/pragmatics (pronoun reference) 
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Examples of writing lessons
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(Source: Instagram)

1. Linguistic expressions carry social meaning

2. Academic writing is a certain register of English, and has certain 
conventions (and here’s how linguistics can help with it)

https://www.instagram.com/p/CGzUhyFA4y7/
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Other examples (full guide coming soon to my website)
• E-mail etiquette

• Proper quotation incorporation 
• No:  The critic praised the movie Moana “it pays tribute to Polynesian culture.”
• Yes: The critic said that “[the movie Moana] pays tribute to Polynesian culture.” (V+CP)

• How singular they is descriptively fine, but what to do if a stuffy editor doesn’t want you to use it
• e.g., Change the antecedent so that the referent is a plural DP

• Syntactic ambiguity that actually might be confusing for reader, and how to rephrase it
• Fronting a PP to get rid of ambiguity 

• Pronoun coordination and register

• Eliding words can sound informal

• Tense
• Students are instructed to write in the present tense, and sometimes they don’t even know what present tense is. 

• Descriptive observations about emoji and other internet language
• Helpful for speakers of languages in which emoji rules are different

• Inclusive writing
• Avoiding gender and racial biases
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Authentic assessments

• Focuses on measuring students’ ability to apply knowledge, skills, and attitudes acquired in class to 
situations that emulate professional or otherwise “real life” settings (Gulikers, Bastiaens, & Kirschner 
2004). 
• e.g., a diet report in a biology class, constructing a news show or writing a report in a journalism class

• “What can I do besides make students draw trees in a syntax class?”
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Examples of authentic assessments
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Also “authentic” (I think)

Someone says to you that they think negative concord is “uneducated” 
because it “doesn’t make sense.” Using what you learned in class, what 
might you say to this person to try to convince them that this is not 
true?

Someone says to you that “___ is not a word because it’s not in the 
dictionary.” Using what you learned in class, what might you say to this 
person to try to convince them that this is not true?
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Examples of inclusive assessments
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Conclusion

• There *are* practical things that linguistics can teach

• Please consider including assessments that don’t rely on *having* native speaker judgments
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• This book was a good reference 
for academic writing
• Michal Brody is a linguist!
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Image: https://wwnorton.com/books/9780393877939



Thank you

• Email: ai.taniguchi@utoronto.ca
• Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you want to teach (or have taught!) a 

course like this
• I’m making a whole LIN204 teaching guide so that all of my colleagues at UTM 

can teach it; please email me if you’re interested
• Twitter/Instagram: @LinguistAiT
• Coffee break after this session, with me:
• Including English Learners in Linguistics Classes (short title Including English 

Learners)
• In this group, we will discuss what classroom and assessment strategies we 

can adopt in order to make linguistics more inclusive to students who do not 
speak English as their native language. 
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Twitter/Instagram: @LinguistAiT
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